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BALANCE IN WORK AND WAR  

(Nehemiah 4:16-18) 

 
The context of this passage is the rebuilding of the walls around Jerusalem in the days of 

the return following Judahôs seventy years captivity in Babylon.  The great work of Nehemiah 

as a wise and faithful governor is seen as he stood upon his guard against enemies of opposition 

to the work.  

The emphasis in these verses is upon balance.  How important is balance?  When a baby is 

learning to walk he needs balance.  When a child is learning to ride a bicycle he needs bal-

ance.  When a young man is learning to preach the gospel he needs balance.  Gospel preaching 

should be characterized by beautiful balance.  The principle of Joshua 1:7 applies to preaching 

as well as to life.  2 Timothy 2:15 will not permit extremism.  Foy E. Wallace, Jr., once said, 

ñTruth is always found between extremes.ò  Amen!  

The skill of Nehemiah and the returnees in rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem is seen in 

their striking a balance between the twin necessities of work and war.  He kept half of them busy 

in the work (Vs. 16).  He kept the other half in a state of watchfulness with the implements of 

war in hand (Vs. 16).  He kept every worker ready with a sword at his side (Vs. 18).  

If the ñthings written aforetime were written for our learningò (Rom. 15:4), what might we 

learn from this?  Two primary lessons suggest themselves just here.  First, there is the lesson of 

a division of labor in the church.  Not all of us can do the same things in the Lordôs work, nor 

should we.  In order to show the division of labor in the setting of spiritual gifts in the first cen-

tury church Paul wrote, ñFor the body is not one member, but many.  If the foot shall say, Be-

cause I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? (1 Cor. 12:14-

15).  Thus, no Christian, however humble his endowments or talents, should decide that he is 

useless to the body of Christ.  Let us all do what we are qualified to do!  

Second, there is the lesson of the balance between work and war in spiritual matters.  As 

people who wear the name of Christ we must be workers and we must be fighters.  Our task is to 

work out our own salvation ñwith fear and tremblingò (Phil. 2:12), and to ñfight the good fight 

of faithò (1 Tim. 6:12).  Some of us are good in the work, but have neglected to be soldiers (Jude 

3).  We might be impressed with the zeal of such, but their knowledge leaves us empty because 

a zeal without knowledge is useless (Rom. 10:2).  On the other hand, some of us are so busy 

fighting that we forget that there is a work to do.  We might be impressed with their knowledge, 

but their zeal leaves us cold!  

The picture in Nehemiah 4 is that of workers who are prepared to fight.  Christians should 

be no less than workers and fighters.  The word of God is the sword of the Spirit that we ought 

to have at our sides, both in our labors and in our conflicts (Eph. 6:17). ï Dennis Gulledge  
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Message of Truth 

Sundays 8:45 am 

WACB 860 AM 

A Michigan man (Bradley LaShawn Fowler, Jr)  

is seeking $70 million from two Bible publishers for 

emotional distress and mental instability he received 

during the past 20 years from versions of the Bible 

that refer to homosexuality as a sin. He is seeking 

$60 million from Zondervan and another $10 million 

from Thomas Nelson. The two separate suits against 

the publishers claim the intent of the Bible revisions 

that refer to homosexuals as sinners, reflect an indi-

vidual opinion or a groupôs conclusion. He also says 

the deliberate changes made to first Corinthians, 

chapter six, verse nine  cause him ñor anyone who is 

a homosexual to endure verbal abuse, discrimination, 

episodes of hate, and physical violence é. Including 

murder.ò 

He claims the publishers are misinterpreting the 

Bible by specifically using the word homosexuals, 

which made him an outcast from his family and con-
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tributed to physical discomfort and pe-

riods of demoralization, chaos and be-

wilderment. ð Bulletin Dexter church 

of Christ, Dexter, KY.  

This is just one more among many 

attempts to advance the agenda of the 

anti-Christian  homosexual activists. 

This from a man who served prison 

time in the Michigan Department of 

Corrections and while there claims he 

found God. This from a man who 

claims to have written two books, in-

cluding one ñexposing hidden secrets 

Bible publishers have fought feverishly 

to keep hidden from the general public 

for centuries. An avalanche of secrets 

that are keeping millions around the 

world enslaved today." This from a 

man who is obviously trying to make 

some money from publishers who are 

not even responsible for the content of 

the translations they publish. They are 

not the translators but the publishers. 

We are hopeful that those involved 

in these cases will react as U.S. District 

Court Judge Julian Abele Cook Jr. did 

who refused to appoint an attorney to 

represent Fowler in his case against 

Thomas Nelson, saying, "The Court 

has some very genuine concerns about 

the nature and efficacy of these 

claims.ò This writer is in wholehearted 

agreement with the Judge. Whatever is 

the result of this effort to attack the 

Word of God, the fact is that the Word 

of God does not and will not change. 

ñ...the word of the Lord endures for-

ever.ò (1 Peter 1:25). Homosexuality 

will continue to be a sin in spite of hu-

man attempts to stifle what the Bible 

says about it. 

Just as is true with any other sin, 

homosexuality can be forgiven with 

genuine repentance and obedience to 

Godôs plan of salvation. As 1 Corin-

thians 6:9-11 reads, ñDo you not know 

that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. 

Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 

sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covet-

ous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

extortioners will inherit the kingdom of 

God. 11 And such were some of you. 

But you were washed, but you were 

sanctified, but you were justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus and by the 

Spirit of our God.ò NKJV. The practic-

ing homosexual needs the good news 

of salvation just as any sinner. Let us 

not hesitate to teach what the Bible 

says regardless of the consequences to 

ourselves. It is time to take a stand 

against all immorality and error. 

ðJonnie Hutchison 
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It is always a 

joy to welcome visi-

tors to our services. 

It is our desire to be 

simply New Testa-

ment Christians. 

Our worship consists of only those items 

which are revealed in the New Testament 

as avenues of worship to God. We hope 

you will benefit from attending today and 

encourage you to return at every opportu-

nity. If you have any questions about any-

thing you see or hear we would be most 

happy to address them. If you would like a 

personal study of the Bible with one of our 

teachers or a free Bible Correspondence 

Course please mark the appropriate box on 

your visitors card. As a means of keeping 

a record of our visitors we request that you 

fill out a visitors card and leave it on the 

seat. Please stay a few minutes following 

services so that we can meet you. Thanks 

for being here. 

Remember in Prayer 

Please remember Ethel Watson, 

Jason Kokotkiewicz, Loretta 

Philips, Lois Kulikowski, Pansy 

Wall, Katty Jeffrey, Beverly Scott, Deane 

Valentine, Jerry Bryant, Tommy Page, 

Alan Howard, John Mayo, Alice Land, 

Sandra Dixon, Jerry Blankenship, Terry 

Barr, Danny Alexander, Carmen Brooks, 

Angie Craven, Bill Osborne, and Burt 

Hunt, Jr. Please remember Marie Crisp 

and family at the passing of Howard this 

past week.  

Continue to pray for those in the mili-

tary: Ben Tate and family, Josh Philips 

and family, Leslie Castillo, Justin Collins 

and Noah Lindquist. 

FELLOWSHIP 

Following the evening services all are 

asked to remain for hot dogs and home 

made ice cream. We will be meeting at the 

preacherôs home beside the building. Soft 

drinks and deserts are welcome. All else 

will be provided. 

Nursery Staffing 

There may be occasions when some-

one will need to be in the nursery to take 

care of children two years and younger. If 

you would like to help with this please see 

John Gilbert. 

Upcoming Events 

Gospel Meeting at the Marion church 

of Christ in Marion, NC. August 3-7, 2008 

with Glen Colley preaching. Monday-

Thursday services are at 7:30 PM. 

Youth Rally at the Warnerôs Chapel 

church of Christ, September 5-7, 2008. 

Theme is COPS: What Are You Going to 

Do When He Comes for You? Based on 

Romans 14:11-12. You can register online 

at www.warnerschapelchurchofchrist.org. 

Our Fall Gospel meeting is sched-

uled for November 2-7, 2008 with Doug 

Frazier.  
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