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Our Fall Gospel meeting is sched-

uled for November 2-6, 2008 with Doug 

Frazier.  

Menôs Business Meeting 

The menôs business meeting for Au-

gust is scheduled for the 31st at 4:30 pm.  

Ladies Bible Class 

The next ladies Bible class will be 

held on Sunday, August 31st at 4:30 pm 

here at the building.  

5th Sunday Contribution 

The entire contribution for the last 

Sunday of this month (31st) will go to-

ward paying our note on the new addition. 

(Continued from page 3) 

time when men would be "lovers of pleas-

ures more than lovers of God" (2 Timothy 

3:4)and the Hebrew writer spoke of Moses 

who chose not to "enjoy the pleasures of 

sin for a season" (Hebrews 11:25). Sinful 

activities may produce pleasure but ulti-

mately provide no lasting happiness. 

Let's resolve to seek happiness re-

gardless of our circumstances, to base our 

happiness upon contentment, and to enjoy 

the good things God has given while shun-

ning sin in our lives. By so doing, we can 

avoid confusing pleasure with happiness. 

ðBerryville Bible Beacon 8/26/07 

(Continued from page 2) 

CENTERED ON SELF 

I recently read an article in which the 

author pointed out that ñself-

consciousness and self-pityò involve ñan 

exaggerated sense of self. The self con-

scious person is unduly preoccupied with 

what others may think about himé. And 

the person all ówrapped upô in self-pity is 

all ówrapped upô in himself. Such a person 

is absorbed too much with thoughts about 

himself.ò The author concluded by saying 

that those who are guilty of either of these 

should ñget their eyes off themselvesò and 

begin ñrespecting and being unselfishly 

aware of othersò and ñnormally take their 

place in a world of interrelated fellow hu-

man beings.ò 

As Christians, we live in a world that 

consists of more than self or our immedi-

ate family. We live in a world where sin-

ners live and where the needy and down-

trodden live. We live among those who 

need the gospel of Christ for they are lost 

without it.  

If all of my waking moments are cen-

tered on MY wants, MY desires, MY 

needs, MY family, and MY problems I 

will fail in living faithful to God and I will 

miss heaven and perhaps take some of 

those I love dearly with me into eternal 

punishment. 

We are to ñbear one anotherôs bur-

densò and to remember that love ñseeks 

not itôs ownò (Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 13:5).  

ðJonnie Hutchison 
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 Schedule of Services 

 

 Sunday 

Bible Classes ï 10 am 

AM Worship ï 11 am 

PM Worship ï 6 pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Classes ï 7:00 pm 

Ladies Class 

Last  Sunday each Month 4:30 pm 

Preacher 

Jonnie Hutchison 

632-7344 

Message of Truth 

Sundays 8:45 am 

WACB 860 AM 

H 
ave you ever finished a good book wish-

ing there were more to the story? Have 

you ever watched a movie leaving the 

theater unsatisfied? 

Perhaps after a good meal you've 

wished there were more to come. Such 

things clearly provide us with momen-

tary pleasure, but our desire for more 

belies our unhappiness. Why are we so 

unhappy in our society today? We are 

the most prosperous nation on the earth 

yet one out of every four individuals in our nation has 

some kind of depression. What are we doing wrong? 

Are we confusing pleasure with happiness? Many 

feel that their personal happiness rests upon having one 

pleasurable moment after another. They reason that they 

simply aren't happy unless each moment is filled with 

pleasure. We need to stop thinking this way and look at 

(Continued on page 2) 
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By Kevin Cauley  

http://w4aw.org/church
http://w4aw.org/church


2 

 

happiness from a differently. Happiness 

does not depend merely upon having 

pleasurable moments, but rather, upon 

whether or not we are content or satisfied 

with the moments that come our way. In 

other words, I don't have to feel pleasure 

from something in order to be happy. Is 

this a strange concept to you?  

The word "pleasure" connotes the 

idea of enjoyment due to momentary grati-

fication. The word "happiness," 

however, contains the idea of a 

prolonged state of satisfaction 

and contentment associated with 

one's overall circumstances. We 

ask, "Are you happy?" and we 

mean by that question to know 

about one's general conditions in 

life. We ask, "Are you pleased?" 

and mean whether one is satisfied with a 

particular item. 

Happiness is a state of mind. We can 

be happy regardless the situation we are 

in. Paul said in Philippians 4:4 "Rejoice in 

the Lord always: again I say, rejoice." We 

can control our state of mind by focusing 

upon happy things. Pleasure, however, is a 

feeling experienced in the body. The Prov-

erbs writer said, "He that loveth pleasure 

shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine 

and oil shall not be rich" (Proverbs 21:17). 

The Hebrew parallel here indicates that 

loving pleasure is the same as loving 

"wine and oil," things associated with bod-

ily pleasure. As Christians we are to focus 

upon the spiritual, not the physical 

(Colossians 3:2). 

Happiness rests upon contentment. 

Paul tells Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:6 "But 

godliness with contentment is great gain." 

One blessing that comes from contentment 

is an indescribable happiness which can-

not be easily subverted. On the other hand, 

pleasure is often driven by boredom or 

being malcontent. When we are malcon-

tent we seek for something to stimulate 

our senses so as to create bodily pleasure. 

We simply end up unsatisfied 

after the experience has ended, or 

craving more in an addictive like 

behavior. Solomon experienced 

this as recorded in Ecclesiastes 

2:1 "I said in mine heart, Go to 

now, I will prove thee with 

mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: 

and, behold, this also is vanity." 

Proverbs 14:13 states, "Even in laughter 

the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that 

mirth is heaviness." Let us learn content-

ment if we desire to be happy. 

Happiness is satisfied with "clean 

fun." It is interesting that the word "fun" is 

not in the Bible. We do find, however, that 

God "gives us richly all things to enjoy" (1 

Timothy 6:17). In that regard, God's gifts 

are pure and unadulterated. James 1:17 

states, "Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, and cometh down from 

the Father of lights, with whom is no vari-

ableness, neither shadow of turning." On 

the other hand, pleasure often delves into 

sinfulness. Paul spoke to Timothy of a 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

3 

 

It is always a 

joy to welcome visi-

tors to our services. 

It is our desire to be 

simply New Testa-

ment Christians. 

Our worship consists of only those items 

which are revealed in the New Testament 

as avenues of worship to God. We hope 

you will benefit from attending today and 

encourage you to return at every opportu-

nity. If you have any questions about any-

thing you see or hear we would be most 

happy to address them. If you would like a 

personal study of the Bible with one of our 

teachers or a free Bible Correspondence 

Course please mark the appropriate box on 

your visitors card. As a means of keeping 

a record of our visitors we request that you 

fill out a visitors card and leave it on the 

seat. Please stay a few minutes following 

services so that we can meet you. Thanks 

for being here. 

Remember in Prayer 

Please remember Ethel Watson, 

Jason Kokotkiewicz, Loretta 

Philips, Lois Kulikowski,  Bev-

erly Scott, Deane Valentine, Jerry Bryant, 

Tommy Page, Alice Land, Sandra Dixon, 

Bill Osborne, Marie Crisp, Burt Hunt, Jr. 

and Charles Copeland. Continue to pray 

for those in the military: Ben Tate and 

family, Josh Philips and family, Leslie 

Castillo, Justin Collins and Noah 

Lindquist. 

Visitation 

Those participating in our visitation 

efforts will meet in the teen classroom, 

following our evening services today. 

Bridal Shower 

There will be a bridal shower for 

Dana Davis and T.J. Childress immedi-

ately following the evening services next 

Sunday, Aug. 24th. Refreshments will be 

served. Dana and T.J. are registered at 

Wal-Mart. 

Guest Speaker 

Brother Matthew Benfield will be 

speaking to us today. Matt is a student at 

the Memphis School of Preaching. He will 

begin his second year of studies this fall. 

This congregation has a small part in pro-

viding for Mattôs monthly support while 

he attends school. Matt is already an ac-

complished speaker and is working with a 

congregation in Arkansas while attending 

school. 

Upcoming Events 

Youth Rally at the Warnerôs Chapel 

church of Christ, September 5-7, 2008. 

Theme is COPS: What Are You Going to 

Do When He Comes for You? Based on 

Romans 14:11-12. You can register online 

at www.warnerschapelchurchofchrist.org. 

11th Annual Back to the Bible Lec-

tures at the West Jefferson church of 

Christ Sept. 26-28, 2008, on the Parable of 

Jesus. Details on the bulletin board. 
(Continued on page 4) 

NEWS AND NOTES  


